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Jane can find things that no one else can find! We are so lucky to have her in our 
chapter and so blessed that she is willing to share her knowledge and experience! 

 
 
BEGIN with yourself and work backwards. 
 
As you locate your information, start with file folders for each family.  Then build a 
notebook from these folders.  Learn to use a chart for recording your family 
members.  DAR has a 9 generation chart which is not expensive.  You can also copy 
small charts on the internet by googling them.  These will work for at least 4 
generations. 
 
[Why file folders and paper?  Internet resources and family tree software packages 
are wonderful organizing tools for your finds BUT you will not find everything on the 
internet and you will not find digital copies of everything you need and want. Family 
bibles and paper records will be the real treasures. Pictures, transcribed oral 
histories, letters, bills, meeting minutes, receipts, report cards, and obituaries, 
provide incredible first-hand information on family life, fleshing out and giving 
dimension to names and dates. Eventually you will need the software and the 
internet to really organize and share all of your information so that it can be 
displayed and explained. Ancestry.com and others offer family tree books and wall 
charts to tell the story of your family. Write your own story and publish it on 
Amazon!] 
 
Interview your parents, grandparents, etc.  You are looking for birth, death and 
marriage dates as well as any certificates your family members may have that can 
be copied and added to your family history. Be sure to return the originals you 
borrowed.  
 
As you work through the above, you want to be aware of where other information 
about your family may be located.  Census records are wonderful.  Cemetery 
records also.  Most libraries now have Ancestry.com and FamilySearch.org on their 
computer systems.  Ancestry.com is a subscription service and FamilySearch.org is 
free. 
 
Where do you find these materials?  Your local library may have a Genealogy 
Room.  The Newton County Library in Covington has a wonderful Heritage Room.  
Books are available from most of Georgia's counties.  Microfilm for the census 
records and local newspapers can be copied.  
 
Google Books is a great resource for digital copies of old books in the public 
domain. Ask your librarian for tips on how to find information using Google Books. 
 
Be aware of the dates that birth and death certificates were required in the state 
you are working on. Several states let these laws expire.  Virginia did and quite a 
few years were skipped before they were reinstated.  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/
https://books.google.com/
https://books.google.com/
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Our own GeorgiaArchives.org has many records online that can be accessed without 
charge on your home computer.  Learn to use these. Birth certificates, death 
certificates, marriage certificate information and CSA pensions for Georgia are 
available on line. 
 
If you can afford subscriptions to Ancestry.com and Fold3.com at home, it is often 
that Fold3.com is a bit cheaper if you subscribe to both at the same 
time.  Ancestry.com has many things which will help you with your family 
history.  Fold3.com will have military records, pensions, and some census records.  
 
Findagrave.com is a source for locating where your relatives may be buried.  Often 
times you will also find related information on parents, siblings, spouses, and 
children.  This is a free source and in the process of being upgraded.  While it is 
great now, looking at the cemeteries that have been upgraded, it will be even 
better.  
 
Be aware that as the United States population increased, county names and 
boundaries changed, but the records for the original county did not move to the 
new county.  Look in the original county they were in, especially for legal 
documents. Estate records work the same way.   
 
There are two kinds of estate records:   
 
● by will, meaning there was a will for the deceased showing what was left to 
whom, and, 
  
● the administrator's estate record, meaning there was no will and the court 
appointed an administrator who made the determination as to who got what.   
 
If a genealogy class is held in a library near you, plan to attend.  There usually will 
be a fee for these but you will get more from a class like this because you are 
usually given copies of forms you will need.  
 
Don't be upset if you find someone who did something you don't approve of.  
Probably that person's family didn't approve either!  One of my great grands was 
the father of a child not by his wife, and the court ordered him to pay her $30 a 
month for 6 months.  I found this out when I was in a library researching the same 
family, and a great granddaughter of that child approached me wanting to know 
about the family! 
 
Learn a lot about your family.  It will complete the story of you.   
 
Happy hunting, Jane 
 

http://www.georgiaarchives.org/
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.fold3.com/
https://www.fold3.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.fold3.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/

